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Historical View 
of 

Land Ownership in the U.S.
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After the Revolutionary War

Colonial States Ceded Their Claims

1803 Louisiana Purchase

1819 Florida Purchase

1845 Texas Purchase

1846 Oregon Treaty

1848 Guadalupe Hidalgo Treaty

1854 Gasden Purchase

1867 Alaska Purchased



Territorial Acquisitions by the United 
States



Public Lands
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Railroad Lands



Outer Continental Shelf



Private Ownership



Ownership of Minerals
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Private



Property Rights ɀMinerals

Minerals in Place

Reduced to Possession



Types of Ownership in Minerals

Fee Simple

Surface
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Overriding Royalty Interest
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Real Property Ownership


